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S E S S I O N  O N E

G e a r ing    U p : 

Judging a Book by Its Cover

The all-time top 10 best-selling books by human authors are listed 
below. What can you tell about them by their titles? 
The Book of Common Prayer______________________________________________________________________

Pilgrim’s Progress ______________________________________________________________________________________

Fox’s Book of Martyrs________________________________________________________________________________

Book of Mormon_________________________________________________________________________________________

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone______________________________________________________

And Then There Were None________________________________________________________________________

The Lord of the Rings_________________________________________________________________________________

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince_____________________________________________________

The Da Vinci Code_______________________________________________________________________________________

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets_________________________________________________

T a k e  S t o c k :

Holy:______________________________________________________________________________________

Bible:_____________________________________________________________________________________

“All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and Profitable 	

for teaching, for reproof, 	

for correction and for 

training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be 

competent, equipped for 

every good work.”  	

2 Timothy 3:16-17

	

Hebrews 4:12

“For the Word of God is liv-
ing and active, Sharper than 
anytwo-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart.” 

Word for Word
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A Relationship with the Author

T o o l s  o f  t  h e  T r a d e :

GOD:

“...no book reaches the 
hearts of men so much. No 
word so awakens the con-
science. No word is so power-
ful to change the heart.”

2 Timothy 3:16a – “All Scripture is breathed out by god...”

Books: 66 

Chapters: 1,189

Verses: 31,102

Human Writers: 40, including shepherds, 

farmers, tent-makers, physicians, 	

fishermen, priests, philosophers, tax 

collectors, and kings, written over 	

a period of around 1,500 years

Translations: Over 2,018 languages

Author: God

•	 Laid the foundation of the earth and set 
its measurements

•	 Enclosed the seas and set their boundaries
•	 Commands the morning and causes the 

dawn to know its place
•	 Makes channels for floods and paths for 

lightening bolts
•	 Brings rain on the earth
•	 Makes seeds sprout
•	 Gives wisdom and understanding
•	 Knows when animals give birth and gives 

them food to eat
•	 Can do all things and His purpose never 

fails
•	 Is too wonderful to understand
     Job 38-42

INSPIRATION:
how God wrote the 

Bible through humans

2 Peter 1:20-21

“KNOWING THIS 
FIRST OF ALL, THAT 
NO PROPHECY OF 

SCRIPTURE COMES 
FROM SOMEONE’S 
OWN INTERPRETA-

TION. FOR NO PRO-
FECY WAS EVER 

PRODUCED BY THE 
WILL OF MAN, BUT 
MEN SPOKE FROM 

GOD AS THEY WERE 
CARRIED ALONG BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT ” 

You can trust the Bible,  
because you can trust the Author. 

1About the___________________________

Jonathan Edwards
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THE AUTHOR IS:

YOU ARE:

JESUS IS:

Who is your favorite author? 
___________________________________________________________

Who is your favorite celebrity? 
___________________________________________________________

Who is your favorite athlete? 
___________________________________________________________

Do you know any of them personally?  
__Yes     __No 

Would any of them want to get to know  
you personally? __Yes    __No 

righteous, pure, holy, all-powerful, all-knowing, 
everywhere, incredible, overwhelmingly  
awesome. His glory fills the whole earth. 

unrighteous, impure, weak, ignorant,  
finite, sinful. You cannot reach the  
Author because of this.

 righteous, pure, holy. He paid your way.  
He offers access to the Author. He is your  
advocate.

“When the fullness of time 

had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the 

law, so that we might recieve 

adoption as sons.”  

 Galatians 4:4-5

 Psalm 77:13

“Your way, O God, is holy. What is great like our 
God?”

 Revelation 4:8 b

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who 
was, and is, and is to come.”

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORDof hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Isaiah 6:3 b

“none is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for	
 god. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 	
 no one does good, not even one… for all have sinned and fall short	
 of the glory of god…” –Romans 3:10-12, 23

“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 	
 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 	
 the sins of the whole world..” –1 John 2:1-2	

2_____________________ The Author
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S h a r p e ning     Y o u r  T o o l s :

Do you know the Author? 

    Which is true about you?

n  I have a strong relationship with God.
n  I have a relationship with God that needs work.
n  I’d like to have a relationship with God. 
n  I’m not interested in having a relationship with  
      God right now. 

The Bible tells us much about the Author and how you  
can get to know Him. Here are three steps to beginning  
a relationship with Him. 

1-	 Admit that you are sinful (Romans 3:23).

2-	 Accept Jesus’ free gift of forgiveness and salvation  
(Romans 6:23).

3-	 Surrender your life to Him (Romans 10:9-10).

S i m p l e  tips   

Can you really 

understand the 

Bible if you don’t 

know God? 

__Yes __No 

__Don’t Know 

“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us…”

1 John 3:16a

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there something you need to do to make your relationship  
with God, the Author, better? If so, write it here.
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