Posts of Lasting Divergence
Equipping the Family??

“Education coordinators from six major denominations were asked in a study conducted by Effective
Christian Education if their congregations were providing classes for parents on effective parenting or
communications. Only eight percent indicated that their church was providing such assistance.”

Quoted From; reThink, Wake Forest, (InQuest Publishing, 2007)p.85
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What are 8th grade boys looking for?

Every Wednesday | have a group of 8th grade boys that meet at my house for Bible study and prayer.
Needless to say, this is a VERY fun group of guys.

When most think of boys this age they think of awkward young boys whose maturity is rather immature.
Recently two men who read my book flew to Raleigh from Denver to meet with me. | asked these men to
come on a Wednesday so they could join our Bible study. Both of these guys were amazed by a group of
young men who would take Bible study so seriously. They were amazed that at prayer time these young
men gathered on their knees and prayed great prayers of faith that were God sized.

These young men inspire me and the two other dads that help lead this study. After tonight’s study one of
the boys called me and ask for the passages for a future study that he will help lead. He said “l am going to
study these passages over and over until God teaches me what they mean. Then | will be ready to lead.”
WOW! 8th Graders? yes.

When these young men graduate from my ministry, | want to make sure that I've done more than played
games...

Steve Wright
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Update on Web Simpson...

Web Simpson is playing in the second stage of the PGA Q-School this week. Web graduated last May from
Wake Forest University. He needs to finish in the top 20 of this weeks tournament to gain his PGA Tour
Card. Currently he is tied for 8th.

This weekend Web is being baptized at Providence during our 9:30 worship service. We are all very proud
for him.
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The Family-Church Connection...

The Christian church and the Christian home as institutions are closely bound together.
They are like Siamese twins: if you cut them apart you may sever an artery of life and cause
one or both to die. The church cannot function as she should in a disordered world unless
she employs the home as her main reliance in Christian nurture. And | feel certain that the
family cannot be a Christian family or a happy family unless it stays in the circulation of
those spiritual influences of which the church is the great custodian. [i]

Clark, Robert E., Joanne Brubaker, and Roy B. Zuck. Childhood Education in the Church. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1986. p.33.
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Are our children prepared???

“Are our Children being prepared to articulate and defend their faith in a gentle and attractive manner? 1
Peter 3:15-16 speaks of this preparedness,

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of
their slander.

The Bible is clear that every Christian’s task, including the teenagers in our ministries, is to be ready to give
biblical answers and defend their faith. With today’s multicultural society where our students face different
beliefs daily, it is more important than ever that students know and are able to articulate what they believe. |
understand this passage isn’t saying that teens must have an answer for every obscure or ridiculous
question, but | believe they should have a strong, solid understanding of foundational truths of God’s Word.
So, are our children equipped to explain these basic truths to another person? Do they possess a basic
biblical worldview?

In a study of teenagers, of which 70 percent were active in church youth group, and 82 percent identified
themselves as Christians, Barna found:

§ 63% believe Muslims, Buddhists, Christians, Jews and all other people pray to the same god, even though
they use different names for their god.

§ 87% of our kids believe Jesus was a real person who came to earth, and 78% believe He was born of a
virgin, yet nearly half (46%) believe he committed sins and over half (51%) say He died but did not rise from
the dead.

§ 58% believe that all religious faiths teach equally valid truth.

Newsweek and Beliefnet.com asked 1,004 Americans this question: “Can a good person who doesn’t share
your religious beliefs attain salvation or go to heaven?” Sixty-eight percent of evangelical Protestants said
yes.

It's hard to read facts like these and not go into “statistic overload.” The basis of these statistics is explained
well by Josh McDowell, “It's not that they haven’t embraced a version of Christianity; it's simply that the
version they believe in is not built on the true foundation of what biblical Christianity is all about.”

Christian Smith in his groundbreaking national research says, It seems to us that religious educators need to
work much harder on articulation. We were astounded by the realization that for very many teens we
interviewed, it seemed as if our interview was the first time any adult had ever asked them what they
believed. By contrast, the same teens could be remarkably articulate about other subjects about which they
had been drilled, such as drinking, drugs, STDs and safe sex. It was also astonishing how many Christian
teens, for example, were comfortable talking generally about God but not specifically about Jesus.

Smith also says, Scholars who have looked at young Christians say their spiritual drift is in part the result of
a lack of knowledge about their faith. The vast majority of teens who call themselves Christians haven’t been
well educated in religious doctrine and therefore really don’t know what they believe.”

Steve Wright - reThink
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Still Number 1.....

In a recent 2008 study conducted by Reuters the Bible still reigns supreme-

“When it comes to literary pursuits in the United States most people agree on at least one thing — the most
popular book is the Bible, according to a new survey.

It came in first in a Harris Poll of nearly 2,513 adults but the second choice in the survey was not as clear
cut.

Finally, they may not agree on candidates, but one thing that brings together partisans is their favorite book.
For Republicans, Democrats and Independents, the top two books are the same — the Bible followed by
“Gone With the Wind.” Yahoo News April 8th, 2008

The Bible should remain the top curriculum of choice for those leading parent ministries and Family
Ministry...
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Family Ministry Wisdom...

John Angell James -

“The chief end of every Christain parent must be the spiritual interest, the religious character, the eternal
salvation of his children.”

Ken Wilson in The Obedient Child page 33

“The affection we show our children... is their first taste of the grace of God.”

John MacArthur JR in Succesful Christian Parenting page 47

“One of the worse things parents can do is be intimidated into thinking someone else would make a better
evangelist for their child, thus abdicating their most crucial responsibility, missing the best opportunities for
the reaching their child and forfeiting the best blessings of parenthood.”
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Ever read the “Song of Moses™?

Honestly | didn’t even know he had written a song until a good friend of mine, Mike Hall, pointed this out to
me three weeks ago. It must be a very important song because we read in verse 30 of Deuteronomy 31 that
Moses began and ended the meeting with this song to the whole assembly. Deuteronomy 32:45-47 gives us
careful instruction as to why this song is so important.

When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to heart all the
words | have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to
obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you-they are your life. By
them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.” (Emphasis added.)

The powerful words of this song hang on the faithfulness of parents. We have to take these God-words to
heart ourselves. We must be the ones to teach them faithfully to our children and must realize these
WORDS are our only hope and our only eternal directives. “They are our life.”
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Something is in the water...

This message of parents being spiritually responsible continues to spread. Last week Douglas Baker from
the North Carolina Baptist State Convention came by and recorded a conversation that he and | had about
this very topic. The NC Baptist Convention posted this podcast yesterday on it's website. You can listen
here.

Thank you for forwarding this blog to your friends, for subscribing and especially those of you that have
added this blog to your blogroll helping us encourage parents with this important message. Many student
pastors have forwarded this blog to their parents as a resource. Thank you!

Steve Wright
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A Pastor’'s Worst Day... by Steve Wright

Last week a man in his mid-40s contacted me and requested a meeting. |
2 agreed and asked him where he would be driving from; he answered that he

i would be flying from Arizona. He mentioned that he had read my book re THINK
and that the Lord led him to contact me.

—==msem | so0N found out that he was a preacher’s kid who had walked away from Christ
but was making strides to return. He revealed an all too familiar story of a father
_— with great communication skills, a passion for the lost and God’s Word, a
tireless work ethic, and a demanding schedule which kept him from his family.
In time, this son left the church his dad gave his life to build, left the faith his dad
professed, and left the God his dad loved.

Imagine that day. The day when this pastor realized that he had grown his church but lost his son. While
working so tirelessly for his ministry, he ironically lost a vital part of it. This is the worst day any pastor can
ever have.

Unfortunately, this reality is an accepted norm in today’s culture and Christian community. Most pastors
would say, “l never saw this coming,” and “l didn’t start in ministry to lose my own family.” And so it goes,
pastors feeling pressure to neglect their families to build other families. We must pray that our ministries are

different.

When | hear stories like this man’s, | have to ask myself some tough questions:
1. Am | guilty of preaching to others while | myself might be disqualified?

“So | do not run aimlessly; | do not box as one beating the air. But | discipline my body and keep
it under control, lest after preaching to others | myself should be disqualified” (1 Corinthians
9:26-27, ESV).

2. In what ways am | spiritually managing my own household?

“He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if
someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s
church?” (1 Timothy 3:4-5).

3. Do my children see the glory of Christ in my life? Is my life message winsome, attractive, and
a fragrant aroma to my family?

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to
God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance
from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life” (2 Corinthians 2:14-16).

| want to encourage you as my personal mentor recently exhorted me: “Steve, there is no greater pain for a
father or mother than a child who is not walking with the Lord. Because of this, | want to encourage you and

Tina in four areas.”

1- Your kids need to see a father and mother running hard after God-not after ministry or work-
but God Himself. “As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God” (Psalm

42:1).

2- Your kids need to see unending, unfailing love. Children should often be reminded that a)
there is nothing that they will accomplish today that will make us love them more and b) there is
nothing that they will fail at today that will make us love them less. “Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends” (1 Corinthians 13:7-8).



3- Your kids need to see their parents on their knees battling in prayer on their children’s behalf.
| still believe that prayer is powerful. Do you still believe in prayer? “Continue steadfastly in
prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).

4- Your kids need to know that NO added pressure or expectations exists for PKs (pastor’s
kids). Contrary to the attitude in some churches, the Bible does not require more of your
children than of any other young Christian. Passages in Scripture specific to young believers
hold each one to the same set of commands and exhortations (Psalm 119:9, Ecclesiastes 12:1,
Ephesians 6:1-3, 1 Timothy 4:13, 2 Timothy 2:22).

John Paton, Scottish missionary to the cannibalistic islanders of Vanuatu, held strong to his faith in the midst
of great trials because of the example of his parents. Patton said the following about his father battling in
prayer on his behalf:

Thither (in the closet) daily, and oftentimes a day, generally after each meal, we saw our father
retire, and “shut the door”; and we children got to understand by a sort of spiritual instinct (for
the thing was foo sacred to be talked about) that prayers were being poured out there for us, as
of old by the High Priest within the veil of the Most Holy Place. We occasionally heard the
pathetic echoes of a trembling voice pleading as if for life, and we learned fo slip out and in past
that door on tiptoe, not to disturb that holy colloquy... Though everything else in religion were
by some unthinkable catastrophe to be swept out of my memory, or blotted from my
understanding, my soul would wander back to those early scenes, and shut itself up once again
in that Sanctuary Closet, and, hearing still the echoes of those cries to God, would hurl back all
doubt with the victorious appeal, “He walked with God, why may not [?°[1]

Maybe you think it is too late. What if your child is showing signs of rebellion or has already walked away
from the Lord? What does the recovery process look like? There is good news! Luke 15 paints an
encouraging model for us of a loving, praying, and welcoming parent ready to receive and embrace a
repentant child back home. An article by John Piper’s son Abraham that I've sent to many parents can be
found here: “Let Them Come Home”. Never give up. Never stop ministering to your family. Never stop doing
battle in prayer for your kids. Never stop.

May God grant you and me a great “love which abounds more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment” (Philippians 1:9) as we take full and intentional aim at our primary ministry as pastors— our
families.

[1]John Paton, An Autobiography: Missionary to the New Hebrides/Vanuatu (Banner of Truth Trust, 2002), p.
8; quoted in Steve Wright with Chris Graves, reTHINK (Wake Forest, NC: InQuest Publishing, 2007), p. 171.
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Every Child is a Gift...

WATCH THE video.

Pictures of our Joy Prom here.

RALEIGH, N.C. - It’s that time of year again — prom season. Providence Baptist Church held a special prom
Friday evening. “I'm excited for the prom in my black dress and shoes,” said Beka Yilling who attended the
Joy Prom.

It is Christie Fahey’s fourth year attending Joy Prom. “I really look forward to going each year and it’s a nice
event where you can dress up and be with your escort,” Fahey said.

This wasn't just any prom. The girls had their dresses, a Hummer limo and even a red carpet, not to mention
one important detail. “| have a date,” Sammie Kruse said with a smile.

Providence Baptist Church hosted over 500 people of all ages at the prom, and parents like Jackie
Holcombe said it's a dream come true. “It’s their night to shine and everybody loves having that, so | think it's
the same as anybody the night of their prom,” Holcombe said.

Everyone, including Lindsay Holcombe and her escort, danced the night away. “I'm excited about dancing,”
Holcombe said.” NBC 17

If your church would like to offer a Joy Prom for the special needs in your community you can download a
free manual here. Studies tell us that only 14% of churches offer a special needs ministry.

| pray that more churches will begin to host ministry events like this that encourage parents and their children
to serve together. | know our students and parents enjoy serving together especially when the focus is on
serving others. If you do a goole search for Joy Prom you will see how this event is spreading.

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” Luke 14:12-14
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An Amazing Father...

Luke 15:17-20

When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare,
and here | am starving to death! | will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, |
have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son; make
me like one of your hired men.” So he got up and went to his father.

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
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Simplicity Anyone?

| think simplicity is something we all covet as adults. At least | know Tina and | do. As a young boy growing
up, | loved sitting on my grandmother’s front porch swing doing nothing but passing time. After | had enough
cardio time on the swing, my grandmother and | would get our hearts pumping over a competitive game of
checkers.

My family does something very simple every Monday night and no it isn’t Monday night football. We simply
read the Bible together and pray. Our church is offering a Bible reading plan that we read together. It really is
that simple.
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Great Theologians Agree... Steve Wright

Charles Bridges

The course of family worship would materially assist the moulding of the mind into this scheme.
Large portions of Scripture drawn out within the limit of time usually allotted to this interesting
service, would gradually train us to the successful habit of connecting the main points, rather
than of analyzing the minute particles, of our subjects.

Jonathan Edwards

Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, and wholly
influenced and governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief
means of grace. If these fail, all other means are likely to prove ineffectual. If these are duly
maintained, all the means of grace will be likely to prosper and be successful.

John Newtfon

| think, with you, that it is very expedient and proper that reading a portion of the word of God
should be ordinarily a part of our family worship; so likewise to sing a hymn or psalm, or part of
one, at discretion; provided there are some people in the family who have enough of a musical
ear and voice to conduct the singing in a tolerable manner: otherwise, perhaps, it may be better
omitted. If you read and sing, as well as pray, care should be taken that the combined services
do not run into an inconvenient length.

Richard Baxter

We must have a special eye upon families, to see that they are well ordered. The welfare and
glory of both the Church and the State, depend much on family government and duty. If we
suffer the neglect of this, we shall undo all. Therefore, if you desire. reformation, do all you can
to promote family religion.

Charles Spurgeon

We deeply want a revival of domestic religion. The Christian family was the bulwark of godliness
in the days of the puritans, but in these evil times hundreds of families of so-called Christians
have no family worship, no restraint upon growing sons, and no wholesome instruction or
discipline. How can we hope to see the kingdom of our Lord advance when His own disciples
do not teach His gospel to their own children? Oh, Christian men and women, be thorough in
what you do and know and teach! Let your families be trained in the fear of God and be
yourselves “holiness unto the Lord”; so shall you stand like a rock amid the surging waves of
error and ungodliness which rage around us.

Rev. M. Simpson, 1882 - The Influence of Family Worship

Family Worship increases the spirit of reverence for God and His Word. Children copy their
parents’ spirit and example. If parents begin the day by invoking God'’s blessing, by
consecrating the early hour to His service, they show their estimate of the value of worship. If






