Posts of Lasting Divergence

reThink Conference Audio Available Now!

Audio for the reThink Conference held at Providence Baptist Church in Raleigh, NC, on May 16, 2008 is
available now in the sidebar links on the home page of www.lastingdivergence.com. You may listen or
download free!

Conference speakers are:

Session One - Leon Tucker

Session Two - David Horner

Session Three - Dave Owen

Session Four - Steve Wright

Session Five - Randy Stinson
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Who to contact... Steve Wright

L
Click here to get your local CBS Affiliate.

Raleigh, NC:

afrancioni@cbc-raleigh.com (Jim Goodmon'’s assistant) Owner of Capitol Broadcasting Company
jharris@wral.com Director of Programming (and currently Acting General Manager)

Louisville, KY:

WLKY Louisville

email - droberson@heart.com

Station Manager - Glenn Haygood phone number is 502.893.3671

College Station, TX:
Mike Wright, General Manager
College Station, Texas

Wright@kbtx.com
Houston, TX:

Physical address:
KHOU

1945 Allen Pkwy.
Houston, Texas 77019
Phone: (713) 526-1111

You can visit Girl on a mission for more info.

Savannah, Ga:
WTOC, Savannah, Georgia CBS

Christine Edwards, Program Coordinator
cedwards@wtoc.com



Bill Cathcart, WTOC Vice President & General Manager
bill.cathcart@wtoc.com

WTOC

P.O. Box 8086

Savannah, GA 31412

(912) 234-1111

Nationally: To express your concern directly to CBS - please write the network at audsvcs@cbs.com.

Any other states: Comment and | will add your local contact persons information.
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Interview with Fred Broome... Steve Wright

Fred Broome

MS Pastor - Ingleside Baptist
Macon, Ga
Steve: Tell us about your family?

Fred: | have been married to my wife, Lindsey, for almost 5 years. Lindsey and | met at Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. We have two children. Joshua is 2 72 and Anna Bell is 16 months old. We also are
expecting our third in December.

Steve: Tell us about the church you grew up in?

Fred: | did not grow up in the church. A friend invited me to attend church with him when | was 15, and | gave
my life to Christ shortly thereafter. Unfortunately, this church split a few months later, and | ended up at
Parkwood Baptist in Gastonia, NC. Parkwood had an amazing youth ministry under Pastor Jeff Long. Jeff did
a great job of involving the families of students, and even organized a yearly family camp called “Family
Matters.” | have many great memories under Jeff’s leadership.

Steve: When did you feel called to ministry?

Fred: | began to feel a call to vocational ministry at the age of 18. Over the next couple of years, God
confirmed that calling in my life and gave me a passion for student ministry. | pursued that calling
immediately by interning at Parkwood and by serving in other ministry areas.

Steve: What has been your biggest disappointment in ministry?

Fred: My biggest disappointment in ministry was being too busy to worship God because | was too busy
“working” for God. Every experienced youth pastor warns us about this mistake, and still | fell into it. It seems
that this will be a struggle that I'll have to face as long as | am in the ministry.

Steve: What is the weirdest habit that you have?
Fred: I'd probably say that | crack my toes more than the average human.
Steve: What creative ways are you seeking to hand ministry off to parents?

Fred: Most recently, | have started e-mailing my parents the Scripture for the lesson on the following Sunday.



For instance, this Sunday, I'm speaking from Numbers 21. I've already sent our parents an e-mail giving
them the Scripture reference. | also give them questions and other thoughts to help them digest the passage.
Then, | encourage them to have a family devotional time during the week where they’ll cover Numbers 21.
The idea is for our parents to teach this passage, and then | can reinforce what they’ve already taught. I'm
hoping that our parents are realizing that | am here to supplement what they are already doing.

Apart from that, | am planning a parenting conference for the Fall. | am also developing a Family Leadership
Team (as mentioned in reThink) that will help us encourage our parents. Truthfully, we are in the infant
stages of handing ministry back to parents. | am in the process of developing this crucial aspect of our
ministry.

Of our 51 leaders in the Middle School ministry, approximately 85 % of them are parents. We want them to
get involved in this ministry and to lead it.

Steve: Why are you giving your parents your text before you preach it? Do you think the students get tired of
hearing it twice?

Fred: You see, if | give the students questions to take home after | teach the lesson, I'm giving parents the
idea that they are to supplement what | am teaching. Instead, | want them to understand their primary role as
teacher and my secondary role as their supporter and equipper. I'm saying to them, “If you'll teach it, I'll
follow up on what you’ve already taught.” What | am finding thus far is that our parents are teaching on these
Scriptures, and our students are able to digest them over the course of one week. They do not get tired of
hearing it twice, because | teach them in a different way than they receive at home.

Steve: How has this approach strengthened your relationship with parents and added dept to your students?

Fred: Our parents sense that | am on their team. They understand that | am their biggest fan. They are
beginning to see that | want wholeheartedly for them to be successful in training their children in the Lord. So
far, several parents have responded to thank me for giving them an idea of what we’re learning and for
giving them the chance to review it with their children. Now please don’t misunderstand; all of our parents
have not responded this way. There are many that | haven’t heard from to this date.

I'll give you an example of what this is doing for our students. Every Sunday at our worship team band
practice | ask our students what they’ve learned from the Bible during the past week. Usually, many of the
answers are vague. After the first week of sending out these e-mails, our band came together and | asked
them the question again. 4 of the students said they’d read Exodus 1-4, and could explain the calling of
Moses. | asked them why they’d all chosen these passages, and they offered that their parents had read
them together as a family. That’s 4 families that came on board in just one week!

Steve: What does family worship look like at the Broome house?

Fred: We typically start out with a time of singing. | play the guitar and my wife sings. We usually sing a song
that our kids know from PraiseBaby or Hillsong Kids. Then, we read the scripture together. | try to have a
visual aid to help them learn. Then, we pray together. Granted, we have a 2 year old and a 1 year old, so it's
always interesting.
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Interview with Kevin Rainey

Kevin Rainey, Student Pastor
The Upper Room
FBC Clarksville
Clarksville, AR
Steve: Tell us about your family and a little about your first youth ministry?

Kevin: | have been married to my beautiful bride for 9 years and have a gorgeous 5 year old girl named
Hope and a 7 month old little man named Micah. They are the best that | could have ever dreamed about!
God has been so good to us!!! | did a “youth director” job my first year in college and it lasted all of about 6
months...My first Youth Ministry was in Tulsa, Oklahoma. | started out as the intern and then that turned into
the full time thing. It was good...busy and fast and a lot of learning on the fly. We grew a lot in numbers, but
we didn’t grow much in depth. God began working on my heart about the students and their generation not
really understanding “their God” and it's been a passion of mine ever since. The ultimate dream would be to
see this generation rise up and not prepare to be leaders later, but to lead NOW!

Steve: What is your most embarrassing moment in your life?

Kevin: WOW...that's a tough one. For those of us in this thing, there are so many embarrassing moments!
| think my ultimate most embarrassing moment though, was when | saw who | thought to be my wife, and
went up and hugged her from behind and whispered, “I love you” and before | could get it out, figured out
that it wasn’t my wife that | had a full embrace with....yea, there’s not much that you can say or do at that
moment, besides just put your head down in shame and leave!

Steve: How long have you been seeking to involve parents in your student ministry? Has this been
awkward?

Kevin: As a young student pastor, | was really afraid of parents. | was afraid that they would see us as
taking over or influencing them in the wrong direction. For a while, | held the mind-set, that parents were the



enemy. They just didn’t understand what we do and what we are really about. Then | woke up! The
Deuteronomy 6 passage really just brought it home to me. So, for the last 8-9 years we have sought to have
our parents as an active role in our student ministry. We have not gotten to where we need to be just
because, you can't just partly do “parent’s ministry!” It's the pinnacle of ministry for student pastors! If we
don’t focus on parents, we will not be successful in student ministry. Not to just inform them and keep them
updated, but to help train them to train their students. This hasn’'t been awkward, it's been a transition
change and change is good...tough but good! The mind-set has changed in the PC [Parent Council] so far
and it's been amazing. We really prayed hard for the first set of parents to be on the team and those that we
really felt that God could move their hearts into understanding for the Parent Ministry and with the exception
of one person, it's been amazing!

Steve: What is the purpose of your Parent Council? How long has it been active? How often do you meet?

Kevin: Our PC’s purpose is pretty simple: for the church to come alongside these parents, pour into them
and train them. Then, they will in turn train other parents. The goal is to be able to reach every parent with
the opportunity to be held accountable and to turn back the process and disciple and mentor their own
students. We plug 3 main things...1.) Pray: with their students, for their students and etc...2.) Partner: to
allow the church to come alongside and invest and pour into their lives, so that they can invest and
continually pour into the lives of their students and 3.) Practice: It's not just something you wake up and you
have it figured out. It is a continual thing that we must ALL work on. Our three goals for the Upper Room
are: 1.) Teach Truth 2.) Love Students and Families 3.) Guide them to Jesus. So within this context, our
purpose and goals are already set! We want to “impress” on them the Word and the Truth of Scripture. We
have been active since December of this last year. It has taken a lot of preparation to get to this point, but it
has been awesome!!! We meet right now, at least once a month and more when needed. Any parent on the
council, has the authority to call an emergency meeting at anytime...

Steve: What has been the biggest contribution of your Parent Council?

Kevin: Their kids! There is such a difference working with those students as opposed to working with the
students whose parents aren’t involved in the spiritual formation of their lives! These are the kids, who at
first didn’t want mom and dad around all the time, but now, they understand and have seen what having a
relationship with your parents that is rooted in the deepest of relationships...the one with Christ, what it can
do for them. They are more confident knowing mom and dad are right behind them. Most of our kids know
that mom and dad pray for them, but it is completely different when they are praying WITH them! Our
parents who are on the council have really bought in to the concept and reality of the church is not the
primary discipler, they are and the church was created to come along side of and partner with the parents.
We always lead them to the point of Pray, Partner and Practice! The insight that our parents have is
incredible. We have, in just a short time, seen their goals change from: “| just want my kid to stay out of
drugs and trouble” to “we want to see our child run hard after Christ and continue their journey.” It's been
pretty amazing! They are eager to continue to learn and to go farther. Our parents energy and insight have
been amazing. As a pastor, | have truly felt more confident and on the right path than | ever have before.
These parents understand what needs to happen and they pull for it and they pull for you.

Steve: What has been the biggest blessing that the members of your council have received?

Kevin: Their kids! They have gotten to see their kids in a completely different way. They have gotten new
ways to encourage their students and to really let them know they love them and want the best for them. In
talking with some of the students, they are getting to see a whole new set of parents. Yes, they still
encourage them in the sports, band, choir, drama and whatever else, but first and foremost they are
encouraging them in their walk with God. They are seeing their parents put into practice Deuteronomy 6:7;
they are talking about their faith when they sit at home, when they are walking on the road, when they lie
down and when they get up. Their parents are not only praying for them, but praying with them on a daily
basis and that does nothing but build the confidence and drive of a teenager! When they eat, they are
reading the Bible...just simple short stories, but they are doing it as a family! One of the side bars that
happen, is that our PC members have grown in their faith. Enough so that their kids and the students
around them know what’s important to them...not sports, or jobs or money...but God and their pursuit of
Him. That’s been one of the coolest things for me to be able to witness.

Steve: What are you and your Parent Council currently working on? Dreaming together?

Kevin: We are working on a model that will begin with our 7th grade parents. To pull them in and to begin
the process then with their students. Our parents are pretty ambitious...they want to be able to break up into
teams and lead other parents for a year, then split and continue until they have reached all parents, which
they know will never happen; thus the journey will continue on forever! But, they are really excited to start
from the “beginning” of student ministry and change the dastardly rate of students leaving the student
ministry and the church. We are working on setting core values for each age group so we can have a



measuring stick and these line up with our 15 core values for the entire student/family ministry. Each parent
or parents are praying about a couple or a single parent and by the end of summer will start to invest into
them and begin the branching off of mobilizing parents to be the leaders. It's really pretty exciting.

Steve: What is something that you have learned about working with a team of parents like this that you
would share with other student pastors?

Kevin: Don’t look at it like it's something you should look into, look at as something you MUST do. Too
many of us can get caught in the “the student pastor is the spiritual hero” mentality and what we don’t realize
is that we are crippling those students and families, rather than helping them. We get in the way and we
hinder the growth of the nucleus and the percentage of students who leave the church after high school will
continue to rise and the next generation of Christ Followers will be even less than the 4% now who say they
believe in God! As a person who has been in student ministry going on my 13th year, the joy of seeing
“families” growing together, has far surpassed when a student would remember me in their speech or ask
me to do their wedding. It's absolutely the most refreshing and challenging thing. It is a mind-set change
and therefore takes a lot of effort, but it is so much more important! Pour into it, invest your ministry into it
and let the ones who are going to be in the students lives for the rest of their lives, let them be the hero’s,
and transform a generation from the biblical foundation that it was created on!
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Drug Proof Your Kids... by Melinda Villena

DRUG PROOF YOUR KIDS is a facilitator-led program designed by Focus on the Family for parents and
those who work with kids and families. The program stresses three key areas: EDUCATION, PREVENTION,
and INTERVENTION and seeks to open up the important conversations between parent and child about
alcohol and drugs, believing that it is never too early to focus on education and prevention, and never too
late to intervene.

Following is an excerpt from How fo Talk to Your Kids About Drugs, by Stephen Arterburn and Jim Burns,
(2007).

Emily is 14 years old. She’s an above-average student, very pretty, well-liked by her peers,
faithful in attending church, and comes from a stable, middle-class home. Everyone believes
Emily has a lot going for her. But by the time she graduates from high school, the chances are:

80 percent - she will experiment with alcohol [1]
53 percent - she will try an illicit drug [2]
49 percent - she will have tried marijuana[3]
32 percent - she will get drunk at least once [4]
21 percent - she will smoke marijuana regularly [5]
9 percent - she will try cocaine or crack [6]
Those statistics ought to be sufficient to get the attention of anyone, especially parents!

In early 2006 | attended Drug Proof Your Kids facilitator training and met other parents, educators, law
enforcement officers, youth pastors, counselors and others concerned about how to address the issue of
alcohol and drug use among young people. At the close of training we were challenged to use what we
learned, not only in our own homes and churches but in local schools, community groups, and other
agencies and ministries who work with youth and families. | was privileged to meet three other Moms and
we have become not only partners in this ministry but good friends. Each of these women has children

who are college age or beyond, giving me the blessing of their wisdom and experience (my own children will
begin 9th and 5th grades this Fall) in parenting. The relationships that they enjoy with their children, who are
in their late teens or early twenties, are very encouraging to me.

Prior to the birth of my sons, | worked as a substance abuse counselor in downtown Chicago, lllinois. This
was the late '80s to early '90s, and things have changed a great deal since then as far as trends in drug use,
so | had a lot of catching up to do in order to be familiar with what is happening here in our area today.

Our team of four facilitators has gained even more insight as we have had the opportunity to do parent
workshops at Church of the Apostle, Building Together Ministries ,and Millenium Revival Center here in
Raleigh. The workshops are designed for multiple sessions, but recognizing that it is often difficult for
parents who are interested to commit to 4 or more meetings due to jobs or child care issues, we worked on
trimming the program a bit so that we can present a fairly thorough overview of the material in two sessions.
The parent workbooks that are provided to each participant are an invaluable tool, and Focus on the Family



provides information on additional resources to address specific needs of the participants and their families
or community groups.

Probably one of my favorite parts of the workshops is listening and learning from the other parents and
teachers/leaders. One of our ice breaker activities is a fill in the blank exercise, “One thing I've learned from
parenting is....... ?

If you are interested in having Drug Proof Your Kids presented in the Raleigh area or if you have specific
questions, please feel free to email melindavillena@bellsouth.net Those outside the area can contact
DPYK@family.org to learn of facilitators in your area. While Focus on the Family is a Christian organization,
the curriculum is designed to be utilized in both church and secular settings.

Additional Resources:
Drug Proof Your Kids website

Drug Proof Your Kids video

[1] Maia Szalavitz, “Underage Drinking,” STATS at George Mason University,
http://www.alcoholnews.org/underage_drink.html, April 29, 2005.

[2] “Troubling Teen Drug Use Statistics,” http://www.teendrugabuse.us/teendrugstatistics.html, October 9,
2006.

[3] “How Many Teens Use Marijuana?” National Institute on Drug Abuse for Teens,
http://teens.drugabuse.gov/facts/facts_mj1.asp, October 9, 2006.

[4] “Troubling Teen Drug Use Statistics.” National Institute on Drug Abuse, “NIDA InfoFacts: Crack and
Cocaine,” http://www.drugabuse.gov/InfoFacts/cocaine.html, October 30, 2006.

[5] National Institute on Drug Abuse, “NIDA InfoFacts: Crack and Cocaine,”
http://www.drugabuse.gov/InfoFacts/cocaine.html, October 30, 2006.

[6] CASA, “So Help Me God: Substance Abuse, Religion, Spirituality,” November 2001,
http://www.TheAntiDrug.com/Faith, October 30, 2006
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Are You Called? Steve Wright

Over the last 6-7 weeks | have had numerous conversations with men from difference states who are
questioning their call to ministry.

Some of these men are tired. Some are in unhealthy church settings and some of these are young men who
want to serve Christ but aren’t sure where.

All of these conversations remind me that we (the church) must do a much better job with confirming, training
and mentoring these men. John Adams once said that as a young man he considered ministry as a vocation.
He would take long rides to school and remember how difficult the pastors at his church had it and then
decided that law would be the easier path for him.

| have found an excellent resource for you or your church to consider. Am | Called? This resource can be
downloaded for free.

If you have specific questions please feel free to leave a comment.
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Dr Johnny Derouen, Southwestern Seminary... Steve Wright

Johnny L. Derouen, PhD
Assoc. Professor of Student Ministry,

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft Worth, Texas

Steve: Tell us a little about yourself?

Johnny: I was born and raised in Lake Charles, Louisiana. My Dad and Mom were not
Christians during my "growing up" years. Dad was raised Catholic and Mom was
raised Pentecostal but they did not attend. I was heavy into sports through my
college years, mainly track, football, baseball and a little bit of basketball.
I came to know Jesus during my junior year in high school through the witness of
a few friends. My mom received Christ 4 years later and my dad became a
Christian 10 years later on his death bed. My undergrad degree is in
Microbiology with a minor in Chemistry. I was involved in the Kappa Alpha
Fraternity and Blue Key Fraternity in college along with Campus Crusade for
Christ. It was a wonderful time of growth and challenge for me! I met my
wonderful wife in college and we married after I graduated. During my junior
year I served as a part time youth minister in a Methodist Church and during
this time, God made very clear to me His call on my life in youth ministry.
YEAH! I have served for 30 years as a youth minister and have been teaching
youth ministry here at SWBTS for 4 years. It is like Christmas every day. I
love to work out, laughing, play and watch sports, read voraciously, play with
my two sons (Josh is 26 and Ty is 12), talk and pray for teenagers with Steve
Wright and others like him, and most of all to hang out with my wife.

Steve: How did you start in the world of student ministry?

Johnny: In 1999 I felt a strong urging of God to pursue my PhD in

youth ministry (many thought I was crazy). I had no desire to teach at that
time, Jjust felt a call to pursue the degree. After I finished my seminars,
comprehensives, and Stat Exam I received a call to meet with Dr Patterson (SWBTS

President). He offered me a position to teach at SWBTS. My wife and I prayed
about it for a few months and felt God telling us that this was His next stage
for my life. We accepted, resigned from Travis Avenue (after 10 years), and

came to teach at SWBTS in January 2005. I am so grateful to God.
Steve: You have spent the summer speaking at youth camps. How has it been going?

Johnny: I have been at a few camps this summer speaking to youth and a few speaking
to youth workers. It is a joy!! I love teenagers and what God is doing in their
world. One student, Colton, came down to receive Christ a few weeks ago. He

went back to his small town and led 8 of his friends to Christ in the first week
home! They went to the only church in their hometown. No one at the church was
under the age of 62. All were baptized that morning.. The following week, they
all led 22 more to Christ and these were all baptized in a small church that did
not have one youth before Colton. Now there are 31 youth! God is truly moving

in this generation. I, also, help direct 12th grade in my local church.

Steve: What are the most encouraging things that you are observing in student
ministry today?

Johnny: I have noticed a widening of the gap between those who students who follow
Jesus and those who don't. 1In other words, not many students are riding the



fence anymore. Those who are choosing to follow Jesus are bold, committed, and

willing to go wherever He leads them. They are hungry for God and His Word and
are more than willing to go to their knees asking God for a spiritual awakening

and to give up their time to serve others if led well. It is an amazing time to
be a youth minister or youth worker!

Steve: What are a few of the major challenges that you are personally concerned
about?

Johnny: I am personally concerned about a few things. Are we in youth ministry
doing what is needed as students transition from 5th/6th to the youth area and
from high school to college. 1In other words, are we ready for many of today's
children ministries like the LIT program that are producing 7th graders who have
already led VBS', praise bands, and other leadership areas or will we dumb them
down because they are new to the youth program and the same with college
ministries. Are they taking youth who have led their youth programs and then
asking them to do very little (except maybe a freshmen council ) their first
year in college. No wonder that we lose so many in that first year! I am also
concerned with the question of whether or not we are equipping our students to
walk with God for a lifetime (are we giving them the tools needed) after they
leave the youth area and the same with equipping their parents and the youth
workers to fulfill their roles. An added worry is if we are leading our
students to be aggressive in their prayers for a spiritual awakening.

Steve: As a mentor and friend I have often heard you speak of the "necessity of
prayer in our ministries". What drives this passion for you?

Johnny: The Bible itself and personal experience drives my passion for prayer in our

ministries. In so many passages in the Bible God commands us to pray and sets
that as one of the major conditions for spiritual awakening; 11 Chron. 7:14-16,
James 4:2, and many, many more. In high school, two of my peers begin to pray

for a moving of God on my campus where there were not any campus clubs and
nothing was happening spiritually. After 4 months of [raying, God moved
mightily and hundreds became believers. I was one of those who came to know
Jesus in that time period. I firmly believe that God was moved by the earnest
prayer of those two teenagers. Imagine what would happen if a few teens begin
to pray for months for God to move and made a pact not to stop until God's name
was honored on their campus. Wow! John Know, the Scottish missionary, said,
"God, give me Scotland or I can't live."

Steve: Can you really speak to the heart of what a healthy "Parent Ministry"
looks like?

Johnny: On parent ministry, I think that it will look different in every situation
depending on the gifts of the youth minister, the heart of the pastor, the
willingness of the pastor and the ED Minister to do their job in this area of
equipping families. Prayer, talking to the pastor and other staff, and changing
the churches mission statement to include "We exist to... and equipping the
parents/families to be the primary spiritual influencer of their family." Is
the starting points. Then forming a Parent's Advisory Board to help brainstorm
with the youth minister how this would look in their specific church setting is
critical. I believe in involving the people to be a part is clearly equipping
them. This mindset must permeate all that is done. It is not so much
programming only but a mindset that is firmly based upon scripture. In fact, I
would say that a church that does not have as a part of their mission statement
something about equipping the family does not have a Biblical mission statement.
Your PAB could also help in developing ideas for students who do not have Godly
parents.

Steve: What could churches do to help them keep their student pastors longer?

Johnny: Encourage your youth pastor from the pulpit and from parents and youth
workers an youth. Make them feel loved and important. Give your youth pastor
the opportunity to continue his/her learning by paying their way to conferences
or furthering their education at college or seminary. Get involved in helping
your youth pastor run the youth ministry. Encourage your youth pastor not to be
a one man show but help train him on how to enlist, train, and equip other
adults and parents to be a part of the team-how to help other adults to invest



in the youth ministry. Give them adequate time off and pay. Love on his/her
family.

Steve: What could student pastors do to help themselves be planted longer at
the church they serve?

Johnny: The same as above but from their point of view. Especially remember that
you will always be a learner and not to be afraid of this or to avoid continuing
their education thus closing future doors for them. Learn to enjoy life and

what God has called you to do. Do not take yourself too seriously as if you

are the white knight.

Steve: If you could go back and start over as a young eager pastor, is there
anything you would do differently?

Johnny: Start a Parents Advisory Board at my first church and make parents and
youth workers a priority. They will be there long after you are gone. Strive
for excellence in all I do as if I am doing youth ministry for the Lord! Guide
my students into more and more in depth prayer. Challenge them more to know why
they believe what they do and give them more tools to walk with God for a
lifetime. Spend more and more time discipling my own children. Trust God more
and relax and enjoy life along the journey. He is God and in control!
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Interview With Nate Bock... Steve Wright

Nate serves as Student pastor for Ridgecrest Baptist Church in Springfield, MO. He is a dear friend and
great husband and father.

Steve: How did you get started in student ministry?

Nate: | was shooting some hoops outside of the dorm at Seminary when another student asked me what |
wanted to do with my life. | told her that | wanted to learn how to do student ministry. At the time, she was an
intern at First Baptist Church of Raytown (FBR) in the singles department and knew they were looking for
someone in the Student Ministry. She connected me with the Student Pastor, and — long story short — |
filled the position as an Associate Minister to Jr. High Students/Student Ministry Worship Leader. It was very
part-time. The position paid $300 a month! My rent was more than that! | worked 50-60 hours a week plus
seminary and loved every minute of it. Thank goodness for being young and full of energy. |
eventuallybecame the Senior Student Pastor at FBR and enjoyed almost eight years of service there.

Steve: What do you like to do for fun?

Nate: | have the most fun when I'm playing with my son, Landon, and eating out with my wife, Kari. It might
sound strange, but | relax by sitting in front of the TV while playing my guitar (which, | might add, drives my
wife crazy!).

Steve: What is the biggest mistake you have ever made in ministry?

Nate: I've made plenty of mistakes. The one that haunts me the most happened at FBR. During the last eight
months of my time at FBR, | really failed at keeping good communication going with my student ministry staff
team. They all knew that something was going on with me, but with the breakdown of communication on my
part, they lost trust in me and | lost trust in them. If | could redo that eight months, | would. Fortunately, God
gave us all a chance to work out our trust issues, and we have experienced some healing.

Steve: What are the things that bring you the most joy in ministry?

Nate: Three areas of ministry fuel my fire! (1) | love teaching God’s word. (2) Leading worship. | love being
able to sing and play music to the Lord, while leading others to focus on and respond to God. (3) Planning
something, working through all the details, and seeing it happen. I’'m aware that the third one could totally
expose me as the perfectionist that | really am, but it does bring me joy!

Steve: What are the biggest transitions for you ministry right now?

Nate: Moving from a “youth group” to a “student ministry” philosophy of ministry. | inherited a group that was
more passionate about pulling pranks on mission trips than telling anyone about the Gospel. Add to that a
group of parents and a church body that has really taken their hands off the student ministry of the years and
you have the recipe for a ministry that has a long way to go! We have been functioning as a “fun” club and
not as a “ministry,” so this is a big corner to turn (with students, parents and the church).

Steve: How is your church seeking to equip parents?

Nate: Historically, we haven’t done anything. So, the little we are doing currently is HUGE! We have added
parent retreats to our student retreats. We do a weekly parent email newsletter with articles from myself and
my staff. We also have special teaching times for just our parents over issues that relate to all things
students. We also have a parent prom that coincides with our annual parent meeting and is a lot of fun!

Steve: Are your parents responding well to the efforts of your pastoral team?

Nate: We have a growing number of parents who are getting involved in the student ministry thanks to the
efforts we are making to connect with them!



Steve: What started this process for you?

Nate: There is not one moment in time that | can point to as “the moment” | wanted to begin investing in
parents. I've always felt that parents are important to the life of a teenager and a Student Ministry, so it was a
natural process for us to try to communicate with them and partner with them in the spiritual development of
their teenagers!

Steve: What are some practical things that you would share with other pastors to help in transitioning?

Nate: Start small, stay consistent, add only what you can support with excellence, pour into the parents as
much as you can and as often as you can and — above all — DO SOMETHING!

Steve: Any words of encouragement you want to share for the guy thinking about throwing the towel in?

Nate: If you're like me, the devil likes to tell you that you are no good and you should quit. If you can relate,
here’s a question for you:

For what reason are you doing ministry?

Is it to see kids “get it"? Is it so you may be known by others as a great minister? Is it to see people come to
know Jesus or worship Him? Why are you in this thing called ministry?

Ultimately, you cannot be in ministry for any of those reasons. There will always be that one kid who doesn’t
get it, that other minister who is “better” than you, that one student who will not come to Jesus or worship
Him. As ministers of the Gospel, we have to be in it for this one reason: to be faithful.

Acts 20: 24 says, “But | do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may finish my
course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”
(ESV)

No matter the outcome, no matter the trouble, no matter the lack of passion, no matter the advisory, no
matter the obstacle, be faithful.
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Mark Driscoll interview with JI Packer... Steve Wright

Mark Driscoll recently sat down with Dr JI Packer in Orlando, he asked him which theological issues he
would commend young Christian leaders to study in order to be prepared for the next fifty years.

Number three on Packers list really caught my eye.

3. Godliness Begins at Home - This point was both surprising and refreshing. | was expecting only weighty
and complicated theological admonition from such a theological giant. However, his wise counsel on this
point is well needed. Packer said that most Christians do not take seriously the biblical teaching that true
Christian living begins first at home with one’s spouse, children, and grandchildren. Therefore, he implored
young Christian leaders to begin their quest for maturity and holiness at home in relationship with their
family.

You can read the rest of this interview here.
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Acts 29 Church Planting Priorities... Steve Wright

Pastor Scott Thomas, Acts 29 Director says “Many churches do not have a vision for church planting and
have very little insight into what a church planter looks like. Other churches that are interested in church
planting have an intuitive sense of a church planter prospect but have not articulated it and thus may not
recognize a man that would make a great church planter. Our church leaders should be able to spot a
church planter and then send him to plant as soon as he is ready.”

| am excited to see the emphasis and importance that the Acts 29 Church planting organization is placing on
the families of their church planters. Sadly, in many church planting organizations that | am familiar with the

family isn’t part of the equation.

Acts 29, although new, is seemingly setting the bar for other more established organizations.
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Family Equipping Ministry- A Growing Movement.... Steve Wright

On a weekly basis, | am hearing a very clear message from leading student ministry authors, seminaries and
veteran youth pastors-foday’s student ministry model is in need of major repairs. | have been a student
pastor for more than 20 years; the last 10 years have been spent at Providence Baptist Church in Raleigh,
NC. reThink is the culmination of my journey (so far) as a student pastor. All of my research points clearly to
the fact that evangelicals are losing this generation of young people. | do not believe the issue of students
leaving their faith can be glossed over any longer within our homes, churches, or seminaries. Moreover, we
cannot correct the problem with more creativity, a better business model, flashier curriculum, or more
programs. The issues that we face must drive us to a greater understanding of God’s Word and a biblical
framework for ministry.

Dr. Richard Ross, from Southwestern Seminary, has asserted that “This model (of student ministry) has
allowed us to maintain very strong participation for the sum total of two years of middle school, then we lose
the first group on their way to high school, the next group when they get their driver’s license, and the last
group in the spring of their senior year. The fact that most now sleep off hangovers on Sunday mornings in
the dorms suggests our model, though well intentioned, has generally been a failed experiment. Scripture,
research, and observation by seasoned youth leaders suggest it is time for a new model.”

Good News!

| am receiving e-mails, cards, and phone calls weekly from pastors nationwide who are very excited about
the movement taking place. Dr. Randy Stinson, Dean of the School of Leadership and Church Ministry at
Southern Seminary and the President of Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, recently stated
“This idea has created a genuine movement in the evangelical community to which parents are responding.”
[You can read interviews from churches that are using reThinking here.]

This movement is defined by:

 Ministry that seeks to make Christ above all else beautiful and that declares an uncompromising Gospel to
those who do not know Christ (Galatians 1:6-9).

» Ministry that is measured by lasting disciples rather than attendance campaigns and focuses on the glory of
our matchless Savior (John 15:1-15).

» Ministry that truly partners with parents and seeks as a priority the task of resourcing, training, and involving
parents as the primary disciplers of their children (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).

* Ministry that prioritizes and champions equally the two institutions that are God-given: the Family and the
Church (Acts 2:42-47).

* Ministry that seeks men who are biblically qualified pastors rather than charming activity directors (1
Timothy 3:1-7).

» A ministry environment that is healthy for a student pastor and his family; an environment where pastors
will desire to stay long past today’s destructive low tenures (Matthew 10:10).

* Ministry that seeks to mentor students for adulthood, marriage, and family rather than seeking to develop
lifelong youth group attendees (1 Corinthians 13:11).

* Ministry that invites, expects and teaches the biblical responsibility of older generations to invest in those
younger in the faith (2 Timothy 2:2).

More to come.....
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| Need Your Help... Steve Wright

The opportunity...| am in the very early process of dreaming with this project, and to pull it off | am going to
need the help of a large number of you who share a similar burden. My concern is that very few Christian
parents have an intentional plan in place to disciple their children. From the surveys we have conducted and
others we have seen, very few Christian parents have at least one dedicated time each week set aside for
prayer and Scripture reading in their homes. Blame it on busy schedules or travel or convenience or sports
or academics, or blame it on the dog, the simple truth is that for many it just is not happening, despite an
overwhelming desire on the part of many students, especially teens, who long for this type of instruction from
their parents. Here is what a few of the teens in our surveys have said;

“I wish my parents prayed with me”

“I wish my parents would talk more about their faith”

“I wished we read the Bible with me”

“I wish my parents were less awkward about the Bible”

“I wish my parents would read one scripture at dinner”

“I wish they talked more directly about God and their faith”

“I wish my parents would help me get closer to God”

What if?

What if we asked those who share this concern (hopefully you) to begin praying about this issue? What if we
then asked these people to help shape this rough idea into something that God might could use to have a
huge impact on families and future generations? | believe we could then take this idea — or challenge as we
are now calling it — to pastors, Christian leaders, bloggers and others who might help cast the vision to
those they influence.

These leaders could use this challenge as a resource to encourage the written truth that God has place on
the heart of every parent - Deut 6:4-9. | personally believe that until parents embrace their God-given
responsibility we will continue to lose this generation of young people at an alarming rate. Fear should not be
our motive but the facts from many studies confirm that the “Spiritual drop-off approach” is failing at an
ominous rate.

What do | need?

1. Prayer- Nehemiah 1:4 is a great reminder of someone who knew that he could not solve the issue of his
day. He also knew that God could solve by moving on behalf of His people. Nehemiah was so concerned
that He mourned, wept and fasted for days. Are we really as burdened as Nehemiah over the spiritual
condition of families today? If we are, then it should first show up in our prayer life.

2. Creative ideas- | have a very basic rough sketch of what this challenge could look like is below. How might
you suggest we sharpen it?

3. Understanding the purpose- Our desire would be for this entire project to express grace. Not bondage or
legalism! We want this to be a win for families, something that is doable and something that puts a win under
their belts.

The Purpose is to give parents a free 52 week Bible reading plan that allows them to intentionally disciple
their children. Our hopes would be that this simple bible reading plan would be used by parents as a
resource so that parents can recapture a tremendous gift that God has given to each of them.

4. Practical ideas- Here are a few.

a) A banner designed that bloggers and organizations could post on their websites. This banner could be
placed on sites of churches, bloggers or other organizations that desire to encourage parents to biblical
obedience of training their children.

b) Input on the document that many would read. What should it say and is it concise? Once someone clicks
on the online banner what should the challenge say that invites parents to participate?

c) Creative ideas that | haven’t even thought to ask for, such as video productions for YouTube, Godtube,
etc.

d) Promotional ideas. How would we best get the word out on this? What endorsement contacts does each
of us have?



e) | would like to list on our Lasting Divergence Facebook group the names of all who are involved in shaping
this challenge to help communicate a Kingdom mindset and form a true partnership from across
denominational and organizational lines. This could send an incredible message throughout the Body of
Christ by allowing believers to focus on a biblical truth that we all support rather than what divides us!

Are you in?

After reading the basic idea below, would you leave a comment letting us know that you are willing to help?
You could also leave a post on the Lasting Divergence Facebook group so we can contact you.

| value your feedback... both positive and negative. If you share the concern that many parents have either
abdicated their role or haven’t been trained and resourced for this apparent privilege please know that we
could use your help.

If you are willing to help you can email Steve Wright at admin@lastingdivergence.com or leave a note on our
lasting Divergence Facebook group wall.

But what if?

What if many families across our country reclaimed this spiritual discipline? What if only “one” family began
to open God’s word at home and Christ was made much of? | can say with all sincerity that this would be
worth all the time and effort if one more family honored Christ in this way! It is that important!

John Newton’s exhortation...
-John Newton (1725-1807)

“I think, with you, that it is very expedient and proper that reading a portion of the word of God should be
ordinarily a part of our family worship; so likewise to sing a hymn or psalm, or part of one, at discretion;
provided there are some people in the family who have enough of a musical ear and voice to conduct the
singing in a tolerable manner: otherwise, perhaps, it may be better omitted... If you read and sing, as well as
pray, care should be taken that the combined services do not run into an inconvenient length.”

You can read more on John Newton’s thoughts on Family worship here....

John Newton is not the only great spiritual forefather who encouraged Christian families to have a “Badge of
Distinction.” There were in fact many others.

A few others and their thoughts on the subject of Family Worship...

-Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)



“Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, and wholly influenced and
governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief means of grace. If these fail, all
other means are likely to prove ineffectual. If these are duly maintained, all the means of grace will be likely
to prosper and be successful.”

-Richard Baxter (1615-1691)

“We must have a special eye upon families, to see that they are well ordered. The welfare and glory of both
the Church and the State, depend much on family government and duty. If we suffer the neglect of this, we
shall undo all. Therefore, if you desire. reformation, do all you can to promote family religion.”

-Matthew Henry (1662-1714)

“Masters of families, who preside in the other affairs of the house, must go before their households in the
things of God. They must be as prophets, priests, and kings in their own families; and as such they must
keep up family-doctrine, family-worship, and family-discipline: then is there a church in the house, and this is
the family religion | am persuading you to...

You must read the scriptures to your families, in a solemn manner, requiring their attendance on your
reading, and their attention to it: and inquiring sometimes whether they understand what you read.”

-John Knox (1510-1572)

“Brethren, you are ordained of God to rule your own houses in his true fear, and according to his word.
Within your houses, | say, in some cases, you are bishops and kings; your wife, children, servants, and
family are your bishopric and charge... Of you it shall be required how carefully and diligently you have
instructed them in God’s true knowledge, how you have studied to plant virtue in them, and [to] repress vice.
And therefore | say, you must make them partakers in reading, exhorting, and in making common prayers,
which | would in every house were used once a day at least.”

-Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892)

“First, let us begin by emphatically declaring it is parents (fathers in particular) and not the church who are
given the primary responsibility for calling the next generation to hope in God. The church serves a
supplementary role, reinforcing the biblical nurture that is occurring in the home...

WHY...

These great preachers spoke with clarity and conviction on this subject because they possessed a great
Theology of Family (make this a hot link) that understood and taught that parents are accountable to be the
primary disciplers of their children. This God-given privilege is too important to be left to others; after all it is
parents who serve as daily mentors to their children. Here are just a few places that | have found where
scripture points to this wonderful gift that God has entrusted to parents.

Exodus 10:2 shares the importance of passing down the faith saying, “that you may tell your children and
grandchildren [the things | have done] ... and that you may know that | am the Lord.”

Exodus 12:26-28 speaks of explaining the symbols of the faith to your children when they ask (the Passover
in context).

Deuteronomy 4:9 exhorts us, “And teach [the statutes of the law] to your children and to their children after
them.”

Deuteronomy 4:10 says, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere
me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children.”

Deuteronomy 11:19 commands, “Teach [God's word] to your children, talking about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”

Joshua 24:15 says, “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve... But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Psalm 78:5-6 says, “He commanded our forefathers to teach their children, so the next generation would
know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children.”

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”
Isaiah 38:19 shows God'’s plan for discipleship saying, “Fathers tell their children about your faithfulness.”

Luke 1:17 fulfills the prophecy of Malachi 4:6 saying, “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children,



and the hearts of the children to their fathers.”

Ephesians 6:4 commands us, “Fathers do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training
and instruction of the Lord.”

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 shows a picture of the relationship God wants us to have with our kids saying, “For
you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, comforting and
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”

1 Timothy 3:5 is part of a list of qualifications for leadership. It shows the importance of knowing how to care
for your family before you can care for the Church.

2 Timothy 1:5 and 3:15 speaks of the faith that was passed down to Timothy from his mother Eunice and his
grandmother Lois.

These truths were not presented as obituary options for Christian parents. Steve Farrar says “There is no
new and improved version to these commands. They have not been upgraded. They were perfect when they
were given and they will be perfect for as long as men walk the earth.”

The cost...

Some have suggested that we have some type of cost associated with this challenge. Their thought is that if
parents pay “something or anything,” then they will be more committed to sticking through with their
commitment.

| want to appeal to a greater motive that EVERY Christian parent should posses. “Eternity.” The only hope
that our children, grandchildren and even we, ourselves, have is the gospel which is freely offered to us
through His Grace.

So the cost if you own a Bible is free!!!

Christian parent- What is your family’s Badge of Distinction? What happens in your family that is uniquely
Christian on a weekly bases that you are passing on to your children? We are all busy. Sports, academics,
the arts, recreation, church and a ton of other things keep us moving at wrap speed, but our first and primary
responsibility must be Christ— alive— in our children. John Bunyan author of Pilgrim’s Progress reminds us of
what is ultimately at stake as we decide to embrace our God-given role.

John Bunyan 1628-1688

‘Thy children have souls, and they must be begotten of God as well as of thee, or they perish. And know
also, that unless thou be very circumspect in thy behavior to and before them, they may perish through thee:
the thoughts of which should provoke thee, both to instruct, and also to correct them.”

These words should awaken every parent to the high calling we have to pass on the true gospel to our
children.

Encouragement...

Pastor J. Ligon Duncan says...

“Start family worship as soon as possible, as soon as one is married, and continue it after children come
along, no matter how young the children are (and the younger the better). The point is not for the youngest
children to be able to comprehend (or even to sit still during it!). The point is impress upon them, by paternal
example the priority of God and his word in all of life. They learn this, even if they comprehend nothing in the
reading, praying and singing, simply by seeing a father pausing day after day to read the word with his
family.

Now there is a whole host of practical questions and problems that come to mind once we determine to
begin family worship. How long should it last? It should be regularly brief, as little as 10 minutes when the
children are very young. Gradually, it will run a little longer as they grow older and conversations strike up.
Don’t kill it by trying to go too long. Pace yourself. Regularity and repetition is the key. When should we do
family worship? When it works - morning/breakfast, suppertime or bedtime are the three most common
times.”

The John Newton Challenge
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Markers of the Family Ministry Movement... Steve Wright

Dr. Randy Stinson has recently pointed to the following as clear markers for the family ministry movement.
Churches have for many years claimed to focus on families and equip families but today a greater emphasis
is being placed on intentional training of parents for their role in their children’s discipleship.

Randy explains, “If we believe the church should be understood as a family of believers, then we should
structure the ministries in our church to cultivate this, to encourage this, to promote this: A family focused,
intergenerational approach to ministry that treats all believers as part of the family. At Southern Seminary,
Timothy Jones has helped us with a clear definition by saying this:

If we believe the church should be understood as a family of believers, then we should structure the
ministries in our church to cultivate this, to encourage this, to promote this: A family focused,
intergenerational approach to ministry that treats all believers as part of the family. At Southern Seminary,
Timothy Jones has helped us with a clear definition by saying this:

The process of intentionally and persistently realigning a congregation’s proclamation and practices so that
parents-and especially fathers-are acknowledged, trained, and held accountable as the persons primarily
responsible for the discipleship of their children.

In my opinion, the problem that we are facing is not the result of having multiple ministry areas in our
churches. The culprit in this is not the one hour on Sunday and the one hour on Wednesday where we have
a youth Sunday School or Bible Study. The problem is the way these various ministries are fragmented silos.

You have Youth Ministry, College Ministry, Children’s Ministrty, Men’s Ministry, and Women’s Ministry all
probably doing some good things. But they are not inter-related with one another; so you inadvertently
separate husbands and wives, parents and children.

Some key markers of a family-equipping church are:

1. Parents need to resume their primary role as disciple-makers of their children.
2. Dads in particular need to resume the role as spiritual leader of the home.

3. The church’s ministries should be so integrated with one another so that:

When there is a service project, dads and sons are doing it together, or mothers and daughters, or entire
families. Young men in the Youth Ministry that have no dads in the church will be mentored by a man in the
church, and the same would be true for young women and mothers in the church.

Families will take mission trips together.

Women’s ministry will be integrated with the men’s ministry in such a way that single moms can receive help
from the men.

Those coming in from broken situations can expect to be around and embraced by families in the church
who are more mature and growing in godliness.

4. The church trains and equips families to carry out the key role of discipleship.
This may be referred to as a ministry-integrated model, or family equipping model.

This model is reinforced by cultivating more family-friendly activities by asking the question: How can families
be involved with this? Insisting that there should be ways to have families involved.

It means Youth Ministry is largely a parent ministry. It means that Children’s Ministry is largely a parent



ministry.

If churches will embrace the definition and principles above, it will look different in each church, but will build
in an intergenerational discipleship program that will build a legacy from generation to generation. This is not
about a program that can be recorded and boxed up. It is about creating an ethos in your church that relates
to one another as a family.”






