Posts of Lasting Divergence

Welcome to Lasting Divergence!

This is my first post after a slow entry into the blogging world. Frightened by the mere thought of having one
more thing to do, not to mention that three teenagers was enough reality to keep me saying “NO” up to this
point.

| want to thank my good friend Mike Hall at Two Institutions. If you are ever setting up a blog | highly
recommend him as a consultant and designer. Last week his blog averaged 500 visits a day and he hasn’t
been blogging all that long. Thanks Mike!
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Ever read the “Song of Moses™?

Honestly | didn’t even know he had written a song until a good friend of mine, Mike Hall, pointed this out to
me three weeks ago. It must be a very important song because we read in verse 30 of Deuteronomy 31 that
Moses began and ended the meeting with this song to the whole assembly. Deuteronomy 32:45-47 gives us
careful instruction as to why this song is so important.

When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to heart all the
words | have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to
obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you-they are your life. By
them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.” (Emphasis added.)

The powerful words of this song hang on the faithfulness of parents. We have to take these God-words to
heart ourselves. We must be the ones to teach them faithfully to our children and must realize these
WORDS are our only hope and our only eternal directives. “They are our life.”
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Continued Conversation...

This post is copied from Believe to Reason.

It is incredibly important to know how much of an influence they have in modern-day youth ministry circles.
That is why | spent a little bit of time introducing you to Youth Specialties. | picked their view of the Church as
my starting point due to the high number of high-schoolers who drop out of church once they graduate high
school. Since such a high number of youth leave after high school, it is crucial to ask the question why and
see if there is anything on our part that we can do differently to keep them from doing so. YS has a specific
attitude toward the Church that | believe is not helpful in reversing the drop-out trend. This is what they have
to say as their collective message to the entire world about the Church:

We believe in the Church. We know-it’s flawed, inconsistent, institutional, bureaucratic, even
embarrassing sometimes. Yet it is also incredibly heroic at other times. Whether we like it or
not, want to attend it or not, we're stuck with it. There are a lot of parachurch organizations out
there that are a lot more glamorous at first glance, but the Church is the Body of Christ, and
that’s pretty glamorous too. The Church is not optional, it’s not up for discussion, it’'s been
around ever since Jesus, and it’s still here. That's good enough for us.

I am willing to give the author of this statement the benefit of the doubt. An economy of words can be
everything and he may have chosen this style and wording for certain reasons and maybe | just didn’t get it.
But, if that’s the case, then his word choice is pretty poor and the whole statement (not just this section)
needs an overhaul.

My first thought when | read this was, “Was this written by a high-schooler?” That’'s not meant to be
derogatory- it looks like it was supposed to be written by a high-schooler. The style of writing is irritating. It's
the equivelant to talking loudly to foreigners who you think can’t understand English or talking to mentally
handicapped adults as if their ten. Most youth in youth groups HATE being talked down to. They want adults
to talk to them like adults. Youth aren’t stupid. They’ll read something like this and, knowing an adult wrote it,
think that those adults somehow think less of them.

But, that's enough on the style. The content leaves little to be desired. Let’s look at this line-by-line to see
what this statement is trying to say:

We know-it’s flawed, inconsistent, institutional, bureaucratic, even embarrassing sometimes.

What a way to start off your statement of belief on the church! Remember, the HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS of youth workers they have trained visit this website and read this statement and that’s the
first thing you have to say about the Church! This statement, then, is pontentially far-reaching. Because of
their influence nationally and worldwide, there is a trickledown effect that will eventually reach the teenager
and their parents in local churches across the nation and around the world.

Consider it this way: My wife and | just had our first child. Her name is Olivia Noel. Her birth is one of the
best things that has ever happened to me. Can you just imagine what people would think of me if |
introduced my daughter to them the way they introduce the Church?

Look at the way it progresses, too. From flawed to embarrassing. It's almost like they’re warming the reader
up to what they really believe about the Church. Imagine if you reverse the adjectives and stick it back into
its context to see how it reads:

We know- it's embarrassing, bureaucratic, instititutional, inconsistent, and flawed. Yet it is also
incredibly heroic at other times. Whether we like it or not, want to attend it or not, we're stuck
with it...

Sounds even worse now, doesn'’t it? On top of that, there is no context for why it is supposed to be
embarrassing, bureaucratic, institutional, inconsistent, and flawed. What's embarrassing about it?
Furthermore, why is being institutional a bad thing? The church Js an institution. There should be nothing



negative about the word institutional.
Yet it is also incredibly heroic at other times.

They give five negative descriptions of the church and one positive one. And they chose the word heroic. Not
only is it nowhere to be found in the Bible (the word hero is a modern day term), but what is so heroic about
a body that is embarrassing, bureaucratic, institutional, inconsistent, and flawed? X-men are flawed heroes.
The church is the redeemed body of believers in Jesus Christ who are bought by His blood and are called
upon to humbly represent Him by furthering His kingdom while here on Earth. That's what the Bible actually
says, so why not say something like that? Why all these other terms? It's as if they are trying to avoid any
“Christian-ese” by picking words like “hero”.

There are a lot of parachurch organizations out there that are a lot more glamorous at first
glance, but the Church is the Body of Christ, and that’s pretty glamorous too.

When | was kid, | remember one Christmas was particularly tight for our family financially. The day before
Christmas Eve | was feeling pretty down about what was under the tree. Then it dawned on me that | still had
gifts coming to me from Grandma and my cousins. | perked up a bit and | went to my mom and told her, “|
know you and dad aren’t getting me a lot for Christmas, but that’s okay. Grandma and everyone is getting
me qifts, too.” Yeah, stupid, wasn'’t it?

In trying to make my mom feel better | actually enraged her and made her feel worse. That's exactly what
this statement does to the church. “The parachurch is a lof more glamorous, but we like the church, too. ”

The thing about parachurch organizations is that they tend to be as much about perpetuating their own
organization as they are or more than they are promoting the local church. What may start out as an aid to
local churches, ends up becoming an end to itself.

| don’t dislike all parachurch ministries. In fact, | am a graduate of a seminary (which IS a parachurch
organization), but my attitude towards them is the same Dr. Al Mohler has toward his own job. Dr. Mohler,
president of Southern Seminary in Louisville, KY once said that he hopes to work himself out of a job. In
other words, he hopes that Southern trains their ministers so well that they can in turn do it for other up-and-
coming ministers at a local church level. And that's exactly what’'s happening at Southern.

Again, if this attitude is not true of Youth Specialties, then they need to change the wording of their beliefs
about the church as compared to the parachurch ministry.

Also, there is a subtle shift of terminology between the term “the Church” which is the Body and Bride of
Christ and the term “local church” which a local gathering of believers headed up by a pastor(s) and serviced
by deacons. The statement talks about attending church and then talks about the Body of Christ. You don’t
“attend” the Body and Bride of Christ, you attend a local church. So, the statement is convoluted. If it is
saying that some local churches are flawed, then fine, | agree with that. But, there needs to be an
understanding that the Bride of Christ will not always be flawed. At the end of time, the Church will reach full
glory. There will be no flaws, inconsistencies, or the like. The Church will be perfected.

This is what the Bible says about the Body of Christ:

John 3:29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.

Notice there Jesus said that the Bride brings Him joy.

Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his

glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

And there Jesus said the Bride is considered blessed and will inherit the kingdom of God.

Revelation 19:6 Then | heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah!For the Lord our God



the Almighty reigns.

7Let us rejoice and exult

and give him the glory,

for the marriage of the Lamb has come,

and his Bride has made herself ready;

8 it was granted her to clothe herself

with fine linen, bright and pure”- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

9And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10Then | fell down at his feet to worship him,
but he said to me, “You must not do that! | am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

There the Bride breaks out in song and proclaims herself ready- clothed with fine linen, bright and pure.
Does that sound at all embarrassing, beauracratic, inconsistant, or flawed?

Revelation 21: 2And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God.

Finally, the Bible says that Jesus Himself will dwell with the Bride forever.

The sheer reverence these verses give the Bride of Christ should cause someone to seriously consider what
they say about her. To use words not found in the Bible and to focus on her blemishes is to do injustice to
her. If you pick one word to describe the bride, it shouldn’t be “heroic”, it should be “blessed”.

The statement below is the only thing | can agree with them on:

The Church is not optional, it'’s not up for discussion, it's been around ever since Jesus, and it's
still here.

| agree with everything in that sentence. Unfortunately, it still lacks definition. Why is it not optional? It is not
optional, because according to Hebrews 10:25 it is commanded by God. Why is it important to know it’s still
here? Because if we did not have it, we would not have salvation since the Church is made up of nothing but
redeemed believers. If we did not have it, Youth Specialties would have no one to cater to, since their clientel
is nothing but local churches.

One may say, “To answer those questions goes beyond the limits of a statement of faith. It would take too
long to explain.” But, there are a plethora of statements on the church that use fewer words, but give greater
justice to it than this statement does.

| think the staff at YS should have followed the advice of one of its own contributors, Mike Woodruff.
Woodruff wrote an excellent piece titled “Managing to Stay Orthodox”. Almost the entire article deals with
how a parachurch organization can and should craft a concise statement of faith. Here he is in his own
words:

It all starts with your statement of faith. Though the Bible alone is God’s divinely inspired gift of
special revelation, just about every church and para-church organization has found it helpful to
reduce their doctrines down into a handful of non-negotiable assertions. These statements of
faith are established both to offer clarity and to establish priorities. In other words, we need to
be crystal clear on these essentials and what we believe about them.

If it has not been their intention to belittle the Church or make it seem like it is of lesser priority than the Bible
gives it, then what they need to do is what Woodruff recommends:

In the event that your statement needs tweaking and you’re on staff at an independent church,
then the job of rewriting it falls to you and your board. In this case | strongly encourage you to
get help from an accomplished theologian or simply adopt one of the standard statements of
faith that are broadly embraced.

| could be wrong, but from what | have gathered, it doesn’t look like YS is interested in reversing this thought
process concerning the church. In fact, it looks like they have had it for a long time. Maybe someone else
can help me out here. | have never been to one of their conferences, so if someone has, maybe you can tell



me if you get the same impression. Do YOU think they haven’t been crystal clear or do you think their
statement is just fine and doesn’t deserve revision?

In the next section, let’s discuss the long-term implications of their view of the church which can have an
impact on not only their organization, but also any church that decides to partner with them or learn from
them.
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An email | received...

“The biggest difficulty in our home for family devotions is our schedule. With 5 kids and a husband who often
spends weekdays out of town, we are rarely at the dinner table together anymore, let alone carve out 30
minutes for “family time”. Any ideas?”

Here was my response.
| have a great idea for this. Family Worship was and never is about legalism. Therefore we approach times
like this with great understanding and driven creativity.

What | would do with this family is ask all of them to come together and explain the vision of where | want the
family to go. (provide direction and explain Family Worship) | would then ask the family for their involvement
and suggestions. What | would hope to gain out of this meeting is twofold:

1. Buy in. Can | cast the vision so that everyone in the family understands and is committed to help make
this work? The fact that it almost looks impossible often gets people more excited.

2. I would shoot with this family for a bi-monthly summit. Over the next two months is there a time we can all
make work? If so get everyone to put it down and let’s fight as a family for this time. Typically you will find
holidays, vacations and other times make this a REAL possibility. | would then call this something like The
Wright Family Summit.

Even if it is 30 minutes of time it will make a huge spiritual impression on the kids. If the mom and dad need
to talk to me personally about this | would love to help them.

Steve Wright
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The Loss of Innocence...

This article from Wall Street Journal illustrates just how difficult life can be for those entering college. For
those who haven’t experienced female culture in a few years this article might be a little eye opening and a
bit of a reminder. This article was written by Ashley Samelson.

“A few weeks ago, | helped my 18-year-old sister move into her freshman dorm at Hillsdale College in
Michigan. | was anxious for her — | worried that the female culture at her school would be similar to that at
my own alma mater, Tufts University in Medford, Mass.

As a reserved evangelical from Colorado Springs, Colo., | was shocked by a lot of things at Tufts when |
entered in the fall of 2003. What shocked me more than anything, however, was the way women treated
other women. | regularly heard young women refer to each other using the most obscene and degrading
insults. | observed females encouraging others to binge drink and then berating those who couldn’t hold their
liquor. At breakfast on the weekends, | often overheard young women discussing their shame after feeling
pressured by their girlfriends to participate in a degrading activity, such as a lingerie-themed or “secretaries
and bosses” party. One year, a sorority actually commanded its pledges to strip to their underwear and allow
fraternity brothers to mark the physical flaws on their bodies with permanent ink.”

The rest of this article can be read here.
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Rescue Planned for Woman Trapped in Home by Giant Pig...

Such an innocent gesture of kindness. (maybe not) This story may take the cake in the “What was | thinking
category”. Somehow a pig show up at this lady’s house and she takes pity on it, begins feeding it and
eventually the pig takes over the house. Think I'm making this up?

“Caroline Hayes, 63, tried leave her house in Uki, New South Wales, to use the outdoor toilet, but the animal
bit her and shoved her back inside.

Bruce, who is the size of a Shetland pony, showed up at her home 10 days ago after his owners were unable
to cope with him and let him loose in the rainforest.

Mrs Hayes began feeding the beast, but he became more aggressive, demanding more food and biting her
on the leg when she tried to go to the toilet.

Local rangers tried to rescue her but could not capture the huge animal.”

What | thought of when | read this article was SIN. It is amazing how sin will grow, take on a life of it's own,
destroy everything and get uglier every day. Yet sin just like this pig is often times something that we have
invited in.

A close friend from South Carolina recently sent me this quote from Spurgeon on sin.

“A man may hate sin just as a murderer hates the gallows but this does not prove repentance if | hate sin
because of the punishment, | have not repented of sin; | merely regret that God is just. But if | can see sin as
an offense against Jesus Christ, and loathe myself because | have wounded him, then | have a true
brokenness of heart. If | see the Savior and believe that those thorns upon his head were put there by my
sinful words; if | believe that those wounds in his heart were pierced by my heart-sins; if | believe that those
wounds in his feet were made by my wandering steps, and that the wounds in his hands were made by my
sinful deeds, then | repent after a right fashion. Only under the cross can you repent. Repentance elsewhere
is remorse, which clings to the sin and only dreads the punishment. Let us then seek, under God, to have a
hatred of sin caused by a site of Christ’s love.”
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A Free Resources for Parents and Churches...

Student ministry has certainly changed over past two decades that | have been involved. Much of it has
gotten better at least for me personally. After close to ten years at one church | would not trade the
relationships that | have developed.

One of the biggest differences that | have withessed would be in the area of struggles that the students today
face. Let’s face it. It isn’t easy being a teen today! | would say that some of the biggest attacks from culture
today happens in the area of sexuality and gender roles.

The lines become blurrier by the moment. | was reminded of this again this past weekend when | ran into a
cross-dresser at a local store. Even this cross-dresser was confused as he wore a dress and almost a full
beard. With all the messages from so many sources today where are our children to turn to learn biblical
womanhood and biblical manhood?

| believe that God has given parents and the church an incredible role to play in helping students in this area.
Recently in three of our parent meeting at Providence we handed out a resource to parents to help in this
area. We also realize that the church has a great role to play in helping mentor students who may not have
parents or their parents aren’t involved.

It is our sincere hope that this free resource will aid you in equipping the next generation as they place their
hope in Christ! It will take just a moment to load.
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A Quote From CJ Mahaney...

Have you read CJ Mahaney’s new book called “Worldliness”? If not let me recommend it to you. A friend of
our family recently reminded me of a quote from this book. Thank you Kim. This quote is a great reminder for
myself and Tina.

“If you're a parent, you have the privilege and responsibility to serve and protect your family with
accountability. Its wise to place televisions and computers in public areas of the home so viewing is always
open to others. ANother way to safeguard the family is to employ an Internet filter to block inappropriate web
sites. In our part of the country, many homes are now built with media rooms that provide isolated viewing,
often in a remote part of the home. Few combinations are more dangerous for a teenager than cable or
satellite television, a media room, and privacy. Parents should set biblical guidelines and be aware of when,
where, and what their children watch. Foolish companions are not only out there in the world, they can be
invited into our homes if we aren’t discerning about what our children view. Its easy for parents to be passive
in our supervision of the family media diet. When we’ve failed to exercise protective oversight for the quantity
or content of our children’s viewing, we should repent and ask our children’s forgiveness.” (64)
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The hookup culture: Having casual relationships is the new dating

Authors Caitlin Carroll and Allison Kasic have both written articles that have received national attention. |
believe these articles clearly articulates concerns and fears that many parents face with children that are
college age. “College men used to ask women to go on dates with the hope that something sexual, such as
necking or petting, might happen at the end of the date. In the hooking-up era, this sexual norm is reversed.
College students, following the hookup script, become sexual first and then maybe go on a date someday.”

“It's Friday night - how many students are out on bona fide dates? You might find more people at the library.

For older generations, Friday night in college was date night. Now, Friday night is dance club night, party
night, movie night or whatever night students want it to be. There’s a big, obvious reason behind the downfall
of dating: it's called hooking up.

Today'’s college students live in a hookup culture marked by casual sexual encounters - hookups - often
accompanied with a no-strings-attached attitude. As a result, old-fashioned dating has fallen by the
wayside.” Article 1

“Unfortunately, parents have reason to be concerned with the campus culture surrounding sex and
relationships. Dating is an institution of the past. It has been replaced by a culture of hookups, or physical
encounters without an expectation of a relationship. The hookup culture dominates campus life and many
students struggle to find their place in this social structure.” Article 2

Both of these articles reminded me of the importance of importing biblical wisdom to my children before they
leave high school. | think one pattern of thinking leaves parents believing that college life for the most part is
the same as when we were in college (but maybe just a little bit worse). This is a very uniformed position.
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Youth Specialties.. Who are they really???

Going beneath the surface of Youth Specialties, you're going to discover a strong theological undercurrent.
It's subtle, but it's there. And to flesh out and define that undercurrent, you have to check out Mark
Ostreicher’s personal blog. Ostreicher, who is Youth Specialties current president, has a whole lot to say
about what the church is on his blog. (Remember, as the king goes, so goes the rest of the kingdom. Even if
these beliefs he holds are not official beliefs of YS, he certainly has left his fingerprints all over them.)

An interesting article.
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Family Devo...

Last night | showed my Sara, William and Tyler this video during our family worship. | believe it shows a
great visual picture of God’s love. All three of my children were touched by this genuine example of simple
love.

What if Mark and his wife would have been looking for a mistake in someone or an imperfection when they
went to the orphanage? You may want to grab a tissue before hitting play.
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Are You Fully Invested?

Steve MCCoy recently wrote a article for The High Calling website that caught my eye. He reminds us in this
article what the main priorities should be.

“l did a lot of coaching last summer. | coached for my two
youngest sons: Elijah and his Little League team and Daniel and
his T-ball team. It was a commitment of several hours every
week in addition to my full-time job, but it's something | love to
do.Coaching kids has taught me a lot about parenting. Many
people love their kids and are involved in their lives. You can
see how good it is for these kids to have parents who show up
and are interested in them. But coaching has also shown me
that too many parents are more interested in their work than their
kids. Parents will often show up at the games and spend most
of the time on their Bluetooth earpiece phone, pacing up and
down behind the stands and missing what their kid is doing. I'm
not naive enough to believe this kind of absentee parenting ends
at Little League games. What kind of adults will be made from
kids who don’t think they are all that important to their parents?

. What kind of job is worth alienating our kids?

Ephesians 5:15-16 is a favorite passage of mine because it
makes total sense in the context of Ephesians and in the context of most anything else in life.”

For more of this article.
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The Perfect Storm... by Norma Weekman

It comes more often with parenting teens than it does meteorologically. With teens it happens when
adolescent egocentrism collides with adolescents’ perceived invincibility. What results is one giant storm of
stupid. Sometimes the storm clouds gather, it sprinkles a little, and then the storm is over. And sometimes,
hurricane force winds blow and torrential rains fall, knocking the teens totally off course and leaving
catastrophic destruction behind. Apparently, the storm is kicking in cyberspace.

Today a Fox News headline reads: “Nude Pix Via Cell Phone Now Part of Teen Dating.” | would LOVE to live
in denial about this, | really would. But this story is one in a long line of stories about teens circulating
pornographic videos and pictures of themselves and their friends. It starts with kids sending the texts to their
friends cell phones and then their “friends” pass it on. At some point someone uploads it to MySpace or
YouTube. Then the police get involved. Then kids get arrested for producing and distributing child
pornography. And every teen who has that picture or video on his or her cell phone is drawn into the
consequences of catastrophic stupidity.

Not my kid, you say? Don’t be so sure. When Martha MacCallum interviewed Dr. Keith Ablow about this
news, Dr. Keith pointed out that kids are detached and see the pictures and videos as productions with
anonymous actors. They lack the foresight to realize that they aren’t anonymous and a private media
production ends up in widespread distribution with lightning speed. And where does the distribution end?
The pictures and videos don’t go just to “good” people. What happens when they land in the hands of
predators?

These Perfect Storms are why God puts teens in families with parents. We are their protectors and
defenders. Even the good folks at Fox News, with their secular-albeit-moral leanings, know to tell parents
that the solution to the problem is to TALK TO YOUR KIDS! Don’t avoid the conversation because you are
embarrassed. You can't afford the luxury of embarrassment. Don’t be naive and think you are somehow the
one family in the universe exempt from temptation. Not true! Keeping sin in the dark only empowers it.

No... you've got to reach deep inside and start some conversations that are going to be a little difficult at
first. In the interview, Dr. Keith said something about teaching kids to get naked emotionally instead of
physically and Martha laughed and said her daughters would think she was crazy if she said that. Then Dr.
Keith said the most telling thing of all: “That’s where the sound bite falls short of the mother-daughter
relationship.” Got that? It's all about the relationship.

If you need equipping with respect to teens and technology, check out Vicki Courtney’s book Logged On and
Tuned Out: a nontechie’s guide to parenting a tech-savvy generation. It's a crash course in just how far
ahead of us our kids are with respect to technology. Even if you already have MySpace and Facebook and
YouTube accounts, can txt ur sox off, and know all the features available on your cell phone as well as your
kids’ cell phones, Vicki gives some great tips for how to start the conversation and how to make sure the
lines of communication (all eight million of them) stay open.
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Disciplines

Each morning Tina and | go to the gym and workout after the kids leave for school. I'm reminded of the
discipline it takes to stay consistent as each morning there seems to be a great battle....it's too early, just 5
more minutes, it's too cold, I'll go tomorrow, etc.

This battle also carries over to our spiritual disciplines within our family. Monday is the day that we have set
aside for family worship. Yesterday our youngest was home sick, one had activities scheduled, and the
oldest child had an overload of school work. With all that was going on, the same excuses and temptations
creptin....should we do it another night, do we really feel like it, is it really worth it, etc.

We are glad that grace was victorious in our lives last night as these are the scriptures that we read...Mark
14:66-72

Peter Denies Jesus

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and seeing
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he
denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the
rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one
of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you
are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “l do
not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter
remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And
he broke down and wept.
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Interesting information from Providence students:

This year at Meta we surveyed our students and asked them the exact same questions that we asked them
last year.

Here are a few of our findings.

41% of our students are praying “very often” with their parents.

37% indicated that they would like to pray more with their parents.

22% of our students mentioned that they read the Bible with their parents regularly.

56% stated that they wished they read their Bible more with their parents.

99% of Providence students shared that they would be “somewhat” or “very likely” to follow their
parents advice.

agrON =

You can email me if you would like a copy of our survey questions. The idea of a dad or mom not being able
to sit down with their children and open God’s should be especially troubling to all of us.

Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.
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A new vision for biblical parenting...

Abby is 22. She lives in Kampala, Uganda and ministers to the indigent children who live on the streets.
When she realized these children needed a home she came home for a trip to raise the $50,000 or so that
was needed. Did | mention her age?

Her parents would be considered successful by almost anyones standards. Her dad has his PhD and is a
published author and her mom is a therapist. For some reason | fear that even in the Christian community
that some would question their wisdom. After all, Abby could get sick, get injured or killed and besides that,
“we have plenty of needs right here in the old US of A”.

The rub for many concerning this story is it doesn’t work in the norm of what we have labeled successful
parenting. You know- athletics, academics, prestigious college and a high paying career.

Even with the apparent concern, isn’t there something very compelling and freeing in this story that we
desire for our children? A young girl who treasures Christ above all this world has to offer, a girl who sees a
need and finds that she is part of the solution and from the comments we see Godly parents understanding
their God-given privilege. (read her mom’s comment)

There is another way to view this story and thats by inserting our children’s names. When we do that it helps
us understand a greater magnanimity. But is this really the type of generosity that we desire to see in our
children? A generosity that demands their entire life that others might find great hope in Christ!






